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A word from the Board

What a great weekend we had in 
Dijon! A wonderful end to what 
was another challenging year for 
the club. I am still reminiscing 
about the exciting races with a 
large startgrid and under perfect 
weather conditions. What pleased 
me the most was the reunion of 
some of our foreign friends. To 
be honest, when we were putting 
together our 2021 calendar we had 
no idea that, a year later, we would 
still be affected by the countless 
Covid measures that are still in 
place. Let’s hope that the presence 
of the Swedish participants, among 
others, heralds the start of a new 
normal. 

As announced, we have sent 
you the survey. We have already 
received a large number of com-
pleted copies. Many thanks for 
this - it is highly appreciated to 
have so much involvement with our 
riders, including the leads we are 
receiving regarding a new (main) 
sponsor. We will study the answers 

in the coming weeks and let you 
know the results as soon as possi-
ble. If you have not yet completed 
the survey we do ask that you find 
a few minutes of your time to give 
us your feedback. It is the oppor-
tunity to make your voice heard 
within our association.

We are currently working on our 
2022 calendar. Based on the survey 
results, combined with the con-
versations that we have had with 
several of you, we hope to com-
plete it soon. Again, we are hoping 
for a year without too many Covid 
restrictions and a return of all our 
foreign riders. 

It remains for me to wish you a lot 
of pleasure in reading the maga-
zine and to thank you all for your 
commitment and involvement in 
our incredible race club.

Best racing regards,

Bert Mets
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Fun in the sun at Dijon 
What an amazing weekend we had to finish 
the 2021 NKHTGT powered by Nolte Küchen 
season. Everyone enjoyed three days of 
glorious sunny autumn weather filled with 
proper old-fashioned motor racing. We were 

very happy to welcome no less than 5 racers 
who had travelled all the way from Sweden. 
However it was local hero José Beltramelli 
who took the spoils in the first race on Satur-
day. With his TVR Griffith he passed Michiel 

Campagne on lap 4 and led the Corvette GS 
for 22 laps to win the 40 minute race by just 
3,4 seconds. 

Niek van Gils (TVR Griffith) claimed the final 
podium spot Fourth overall and winner of the 
touring car class after an impressive drive was 
Philippe Vermast in the first of the Falcons, our 
former chairman Frits’ old car which the team 
form Luxemburg have actually named after 
him! 

Vermast set new standards in sideways moto-
ring, yet at the same time he was very quick, he 
managed to beat all the Ford V8 regulars!  Next 
up was the first non-V8 home, Mark Dols in the 
Volvo-powered Marcos. Bob Stevens was the 
winner in GTS10 ahead of his father Jos and 
Mats Ek from Sweden, all in Lotus Elans. Erwin 

van Lieshout (Porsche 911) was first past the 
post in GTS11, from Dennis Bron in the MGA 
twin cam and Theo van Gammeren in his 911. 
Rob Rappange won the Mini class in his Morris 
Cooper S, from René de Vries and Bert Mets. 
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With Beltramelli’s TVR out of action, would 
Sunday’s race be a walkover for Michiel Cam-
pagne in the Corvette Grand Sport? Not at all! 
Swedish racer Kennet Persson had retired his 
Ford GT40 on the first lap of Saturday’s race. 
With the car fixed, he had to start from the back, 
but within 9 laps had made op 30 places. 
He soon had Campagne in his sights and 
passed him on lap 11, winning by 2,2 seconds. 
Niek van Gils (TVR Griffith) initially held third 
but a determined drive by Mark Dols in the 
Volvo-powered Marcos was rewarded with the 
final podium spot. Extra rewarding because 
Dols had performed an engine change on the 
night before the race. 

Bob Stevens in his GTS10 Lotus Elan stole fifth 
from touring car winner Philippe Vermast (Ford 
Falcon) on the final lap. Next up were two more 
Falcons, Norbert Gross and Carlo Hamilton 
delighted the spectators with some brilliant 
close racing. Erwin van Lieshout (Porsche 911) 
took another win in GTS11, from van Gamme-
ren’s similar car and Egbert Kolvoort (MGB) 
while Tijmen de Vries won CT07 in the Cooper S 
ahead of Bert Mets. Finally, Magnus Lillerskog 
took the CT08 trophy in his Lotus Cortina.
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Top 10 race 1:
1. José Beltramelli (TVR Griffith) 25 laps
2. Michiel Campagne (Corvette GS) +3,4
3. Niek van Gils (TVR Griffith) +69,3
4. Philippe Vermast (Ford Falcon) +78,5
5. Mark Dols (Marcos 1800GT) +79,1
6. Bob Stevens (Lotus Elan) +82,4
7. Carlo Hamilton (Ford Falcon) +91,5
8. Jos Stevens (Lotus Elan) 24 laps
9 Norbert Gross (Ford Falcon) 24 laps
10. Jaap van der Ende (Ford Falcon) 24 laps.

Top 10 race 2:
1. Kennet Persson (Ford GT40) 25 laps
2. Michiel Campagne (Corvette GS) +2,2
3. Mark Dols (Marcos 1800GT) +52,2
4. Niek van Gils (TVR Griffith) +53,7
5. Bob Stevens (Lotus Elan) +66,2
6. Philippe Vermast (Ford Falcon) +67,3
7. Norbert Gross (Ford Falcon) +81,2
8. Carlo Hamilton (Ford Falcon) +89,4
9. Jos Stevens (Lotus Elan) +103,3
10. Jaap van der Ende (Ford Falcon) 24 laps.  

A pdf booklet wth all results can be downloaded 
from the NKHTGT website: 
https://www.nkhtgt.nl/motors-cup-dijon-re-
sults-booklet-nkhtgt-2021/

link to a large photoselection:
https://myalbum.com/album/QDWTWn5zM-
SLfRL/
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Swedish invasion
We were expecting them in 2020, but Covid 
threw a spanner in the works. Now they finally 
made it: Mats and Anders Ek with their Lotus 
Elans and Magnus Lillerskog with his Lotus 
Cortina. Also present were the Persson outfit, 
who transport their Ford GT40 in a massive old 
bus and the Bondesson équipe with their 
familiar American motorhome plus trailer, 

containing Lars’ Lotus Elan. That made a total of 
5 Swedish drivers, a record for the NKHTGT. 
With additional entries from Luxemburg, Ger-
many and France, it was a truly international 
field. The weekend was not without its challen-
ges for these intrepid travellers. Lars Bondesson 
suffered a clutch problem in qualifying, which is 
an engine out job on a Lotus Elan. After a hard 

day’s work, he was ready to go for the second 
race on Sunday. The Persson GT40 broke down 
on its first racing lap, but Kennet bounced back 
on Sunday, winning the race. Magnus Lillerskog 
suffered a broken throttle cable in the first race. 
An easy fix, so he raced the full distance on 
Sunday. Mats Ek had been going really well on 
Saturday, finishing 13th overall and 3rd in 

GTS10, but got caught out by the tricky Bretelle 
corner on Sunday, damaging the left front of his 
Lotus Elan and ending his race. That left Anders 
Ek the most succesful Swedish driver of the 
weekend, finishing both races. We are looking 
forward to having the Swedish on board for 
2022!
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Family reunion

The Van Gammeren family… it sounds a bit like 
a musical, and you could argue it is one. If you 
like the sound of racing engines that is! Having 
exchanged their Ford Escort Mk. 1 RS for a 
Falcon Futura Sprint, they now run two cars in 
NKHTGT, Theo’s familiar blue Porsche 911 and 
the big blue Ford, with Henk as the designated 
driver. Young(ish) Thijs alternates between the 
two cars. With Henk travelling from his home 
in Switzerland to the races, it is like a family 
reunion every time. At Dijon, Theo was happy 
to claim the trophy for second place in GTS11. 
Henk had a tough race on Saturday, including 
a drive through penalty. Later that day he and 
Thijs finished a fine fifth in the 300 km race. It 
was all a bit too much for the engine however. 
Thijs was having a great battle with the Shelby 
Mustang pairing of Marcel van Laarhoven and 
Frans van Maarschalkerwaart when the V8 
dropped onto 4 cilinders. The next family reuni-
on will probably be in the workshop, then.....
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Clash of the Falcons

Jaap van der Ende and Norbert Gross had an 
unfortunate coming together at Barcelona when the 
Safety Car came out and they did not quite spot the 
yellow flags at the exact same moment. Jaap applied 
the brakes, Norbert was caught unawares and green 
Falcon met orange Falcon wirh devastating results. 

These massive looking cars actually have fibreglass 
fenders, making the damage look even worse. Not 
surprisingly, some strong words were exchanged 
after the race. A few days later, a large package was 
delivered to the Bijleveld workshop, home of the 
orange Falcon. It contained a replacement rear wing, 

as fabricated by the Gross team. This was duly fitted 
and painted orange. Meanwhile the Gross mecha-
nics had fitted a new right front wing. Here we see 
Jaap and Norbert with their cars in the Dijon       
paddock, ready  for batte to recommence.
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Can I borrow your car?

Talented young driver Björn Hees has graduated form a BMW 325i to a M3 E30 
Group A this year, posting good results in various classes, including a win at 
Zandvoort. At Dijon he was mixing it with the more powerful cars in the YTCC 
field, qualifying 10th. An even faster lap was on the cards, but is was not to be, an 
engine failure ending proceedings prematurely. So that was it then, on Friday 
afternoon the weekend looked to be finished for Björn. 

In stepped Michiel Campagne, who very kindly offered Björn a drive in his monster 
6,2 litre Chevrolet Corvette Grand Sport. This has nearly double the horsepower of 
the M3, on old school threaded Dunlop Racing tires instead of slicks. After a 
cautious start, Björn quickly got up to speed to finish a fine 18th overall and second 
in class. 
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The Roving Wanderers
Historic racing is much more than those laps on 
the track. Getting there, getting your car prepa-
red and keeping it fit for the next session are all 
part of the challenge. If you go about this the 
right way, the whole thing can be great fun. There 
is no better example of this than longstanding 
friends Egbert Kolvoort and Mark Dols. They 
hook up their trailers to their small camper vans, 
load up the race cars and set out for whatever 
race there is on the agenda. To them, the whole 
trip is an adventure. These guys are truly self 
sufficient, cooking breakfast and dinner on the 
go, fixing whatever needs to be fixed themselves. 
Egbert changed a halfshaft in between the two 
races he drove on Saturday and then had to do a 
bit of panel bashing for Sunday. Mark performed 
a complete engine change single handedly, 
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Local hero
José Beltramelli is no stranger to Dijon-Prenois, 
but also a regular in our series, taking part 
whenever NKHTGT visits France. He is a very 
determined driver and this year he finally had 
the right weapon at his disposal. Having previ-

ously raced a Lotus Cortina and a Chevrolet 
Corvette C2, José had now entered a TVR 
Griffith 400. In qualifying he was within a se-
cond of the two big GTP cars and about 2 
seconds faster than the next GTS cars, two 

more TVR Griffiths! In the race he used his local 
knowledge to take the lead on lap 4 and went 
on to set a fastest lap some 1,5 seconds below 
his qualifying time, to finish comfortably ahead 
of Michiel Campagne in the Corvette Grand 

Sport. A great result!  Unfortunately there was 
no chance of a rematch, as the TVR got fatally 
wounded in the 300 Km race so José had to 
scratch from Sunday’s proceedings. 
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We were made to feel very welcome 
again at Dijon-Prenois and want to 
express our gratitude to Laurent Vale-
ry-Masson’s team. They ran a faultless 
meeting. The staff at the gate, the ladies 
in the paddock office, the timekeepers, 
everyone at race control, the track, pit 
and paddock marshals, they all were 
very friendly and helpful. Even the two 
drivers who had their cars fail post-race 
scrutineering were told off in a very 
polite and typically French way (“You 
have heard of the guillotine?”) by the 
Collège. We hope to be back at a HVM 
organized meeting in 2022, at one of 
France’s many beautiful circuits.

Thank you HVM
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